
By God’s design, we are intrinsically connected to each

other.

I. Living Sacrifices

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of

God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy

and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be

transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be

able to test and approve what God’s will is—His good,

pleasing and perfect will.

Romans 12:1-2

Beloved friends, what should be our proper response to

God’s marvelous mercies? I encourage you to surrender

yourselves to God to be His sacred, living sacrifices. And live

in holiness, experiencing all that delights His heart. For this

becomes your genuine expression of worship.

Stop imitating the ideals and opinions of the culture

around you, but be inwardly transformed by the Holy Spirit

through a total transformation of how you think. This will

empower you to discern God’s will as you live a beautiful life,

satisfying and perfect in His eyes.

Romans 12:1-2
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II. Vitally Joined

God has given me grace to speak a warning about pride. I

would ask each of you to be emptied of self-promotion and

not create a false image of your importance. Instead, honestly

assess your worth by using your God-given faith as the

standard of measurement, and then you will see your true

value with an appropriate self-esteem.

In the human body there are many parts and organs, each

with a unique function.

And so it is in the body of Christ. For though we are

many, we’ve all been mingled into one body in Christ. This

means that we are all vitally joined to one another, with each

contributing to the others.

Romans 12:3-5

III. Activated Gifts

God’s marvelous grace imparts to each one of us varying

gifts and ministries that are uniquely ours. So if God has given

you the grace-gift of prophecy, you must activate your gift by

using the proportion of faith you have to prophesy. If your

grace-gift is serving, then thrive in serving others well. If you

have the grace-gift of teaching, then be actively teaching and

training others.

If you have the grace-gift of encouragement, then use it

often to encourage others. If you have the grace-gift of giving

to meet the needs of others, then may you prosper in your

generosity without any fanfare. If you have the gift of

leadership, be passionate about your leadership. And if you

have the gift of showing compassion, then flourish in your

cheerful display of compassion.

Romans 12:6-7,8


